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PROCESS OVERVIEW – LEVEL 0

Trigger
report of a crime
or own findings

1 From trigger
to prosecution

p. 2

Does
prosecution

start?

2 Investigation
and charge

p. 3

3 Prosecutor’s
decision

p. 4

Does the case
go to court? A

No – dealt with under § 197:

■ matter rejected

■ case set aside

↗ case handed to another authority

No:

■ discontinuance or another ending

↗ referral of the case

‖ suspension of prosecution

↺ back to the police for more investigation

A

4 Court: indictment
and penal order

p. 5

5 Court: main trial
and agreement

p. 6

6 Appeal, finality,
enforcement

p. 7

✓ End

7 Extraordinary
remedies

p. 8Returns (↺) can repeat; all the loops are listed on p. 9. Suspensions and other outcomes are drawn in the sub-processes on pages 2 – 8.

SYMBOL LEGEND

Start or end Activity (step) Decision: a question with
Yes / No outputs

Document: resolution,
indictment, judgment

Sub-process (separate
procedure)

B Connector to another
page (letter and page)

DECISION OUTCOME

■ proceedings end

↗ case goes to another authority

‖ proceedings on hold

↺ case goes back, even repeatedly

✓ continues / final

S connector on the same page

STATUS OF THE PERSON

suspect → accused (§ 206) → defendant, only if the
court orders a main trial (§ 10(12)) → convicted or
acquitted (final decision). The case can also end earlier.

Until a court finds a person guilty in a final
judgment, the person is presumed innocent
(Constitution of the Slovak Republic, Art. 50(2)).
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1 · From trigger to start of prosecution
Input report of a crime, or facts found by the police or the prosecutor themselves
Output resolution to start criminal prosecution (p. 3), or the case is dealt with by a resolution under

§ 197
Actors police officer, prosecutor, person reporting, victim

Person
reporting,
victim

Police
officer or
prosecutor

Report of a crime
§ 196

Complaint by the person
reporting or the victim

within 3 working days · § 187(1)

The § 197 resolution is served on the person
reporting and on the victim; both may file
a complaint (§ 197(3)). If the police officer does not
uphold it themselves, the prosecutor decides
(§ 190): dismisses it (§ 193) or quashes the
resolution (§ 194).

S

Facts found by
the authorities

§ 199(2)

Receiving
and checking

the report
§ 196 – 197

If the report needs to be
supplemented, a decision on
it is made no later than
30 days after it was received
(§ 196(2)).

Do the facts
justify starting a

prosecution?

Is prosecution
inadmissible, is the act
no longer punishable,

or is it pointless?

■ Case set aside
§ 197(1)(c),

(2)

S

Resolution to start
criminal prosecution

§ 199
B

to p. 3

If delay would be dangerous, prosecution starts with a securing, urgent or
unrepeatable act, and the resolution is drawn up immediately afterwards. The
police officer informs the person reporting and the victim that prosecution has
started and delivers the resolution to the prosecutor within 48 hours (§ 199(1)).

Could it be
an administrative or
other non-criminal

offence?

↗ Case handed
to another authority

§ 197(1)(a), (b)
S

■ Matter rejected
§ 197(1)(d)

S
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2 · Investigation and charge
Input resolution to start criminal prosecution (p. 2)
Output file with the police officer’s proposal to the prosecutor (p. 4), or suspension of prosecution
Actors police officer, prosecutor, pre-trial judge, accused and defence counsel, victim

Victim

Police
officer

Prosecutor

Pre-trial
judge

Accused,
defence
counsel

B

from p. 2

Investigation
or summary
investigation

§ 200 – 205

Is it sufficiently
justified to conclude

that a specific person
committed the act?

Can further
facts be

established?

‖ Suspension of
criminal prosecution

§ 228(1)

Resolution
bringing a charge

§ 206

The accused may file a complaint
within 3 working days (§ 187(1)).

Investigation ends;
file and proposal

go to the prosecutor
§ 208 – 209

Cto p. 4

Claim for compensation
no later than the end of the investigation

or summary investigation · § 46(3)

Studying the file, motions
for more investigation

§ 208

Prosecutor supervises the legality of pre-trial proceedings:
binding instructions, returning the case, quashing unlawful decisions

§ 230

Discontinuance, suspension and referral of
the case are possible at any time during
pre-trial proceedings (p. 4).

Custody and orders that interfere with fundamental rights
(e.g. a house search)

on the prosecutor’s motion · § 72, § 100
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3 · Prosecutor’s decision
Input file with the police officer’s proposal (p. 3)
Output indictment (p. 5), motion to approve an agreement on guilt and punishment (p. 6), or ending,

referral or suspension
Actors prosecutor, police officer, pre-trial judge, accused and defence counsel

Police
officer

Prosecutor

Pre-trial
judge

Accused,
defence
counsel

C

from p. 3

Reviewing the
file and proposal

Is more
investigation

needed?

↺ Case returned to the police with instructions
for more investigation, even repeatedly

§ 230(2)(d) · back to p. 3

‖ Suspension of prosecution
– at any time

e.g. absence or serious illness
of the accused · § 228(2)

Discontinuance (§ 215) and referral (§ 214) are
also possible at any time during pre-trial
proceedings.

Do the results of
the investigation

sufficiently justify a
trial of the accused?

Could it be
an administrative or
other non-criminal

offence?

■ Discontinuance
of prosecution

§ 215(1)

↗ Referral of the case
to another authority

§ 214

Which route
does the prosecutor

take?

Indictment
§ 234 – 235

Eto p. 5

Motion to approve
the agreement on

guilt and punishment
§ 232 – 233

D

to p. 6

Ending without an indictment:

■ Conditional discontinuance (§ 216)

■ Settlement approved, case discontinued (§ 220)

■ Discontinuance under § 215(2), e.g. a sentence
would be pointless beside one already imposed

Cooperating accused: the pre-trial judge decides
(connector S) S

Cooperating accused: discontinuance
or conditional discontinuance

on the prosecutor’s motion · § 215(3), § 218
S

Negotiating the agreement
accused and counsel with the prosecutor · § 232
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4 · Court: indictment and penal order
Input indictment (p. 4)
Output main trial ordered (p. 6), final penal order (p. 7), or another decision
Actors presiding judge or single judge, prosecutor, accused and other entitled persons

Prosecutor

First-
instance
court

E from p. 4

Review of
the indictment

§ 238, § 241, § 243

For a crime (zločin) carrying
a minimum sentence of
12 years or more, the
presiding judge reviews the
indictment and orders
a preliminary hearing if
a decision other than
ordering the main trial is
needed (§ 243). Other
indictments are reviewed by
a single judge (§ 241).

Can the indictment
be accepted, with

no reason for
another decision?

Other court decision (§ 241, § 244):

↺ Indictment rejected – the case goes back to
pre-trial proceedings (p. 4)

■ Discontinuance of prosecution

■ Conditional discontinuance, approval of
a settlement (single judge, § 241(1)(g), (6))

↗ Referral of the case

‖ Suspension of prosecution

Does the single
judge issue a
penal order?

Indictment
accepted and main

trial ordered
§ 241, § 244

Within 5 working days of receiving the indictment, the
accused can object to defects in the pre-trial proceedings;
the court then also decides whether to accept the indictment
(§ 241(1)(l), § 244(1)(k)). ↺ The prosecutor and the accused
can complain against the acceptance; if a higher court
quashes it, the case returns to pre-trial proceedings
(§ 241(4), § 244(3)).

H

to p. 6

Penal order
§ 353 – 354

Issued only by a single judge, without a main
trial, if the facts are reliably proven.

Did an entitled
person object

in time?

The single judge
decides on accepting

the indictment and
orders a main trial

§ 355(3)

As a rule, the penal order is cancelled when the prosecutor
presents the indictment at the main trial (§ 355(10)).

H

to p. 6

✓ Penal order
becomes final

§ 356
F

to p. 7

Objection: by the accused, those entitled to
appeal in their favour and the prosecutor; the
victim and an involved person only against
the ruling that concerns them (§ 355).
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§ 241, § 244§ 241, § 244
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§ 353§ 353
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5 · Court: main trial and agreement
Input main trial ordered (p. 5), motion to approve an agreement on guilt and punishment (p. 4)
Output judgment (p. 7), final judgment approving the agreement (p. 7), or a resolution
Actors panel or single judge, prosecutor, defendant and defence counsel, victim

First-
instance
court

A · MAIN TRIAL

B · PROCEEDINGS ON THE AGREEMENT ON GUILT AND PUNISHMENT

H

from p. 5

Main
trial

§ 246 ff.

At the start, the presiding judge asks whether
the prosecutor and the defendant wish to
conclude an agreement on guilt and
punishment (§ 255(3)).

Does the defendant
plead guilty, and
does the court

accept the plea?

Evidence
is taken
§ 258 ff.

No evidence is taken
on the admitted act

§ 257(8)

An accepted guilty plea cannot be appealed; evidence on sentence
and compensation is still taken (§ 257(5), (8)).

Does the court
decide the case
by judgment?

Judgment
conviction or acquittal · § 284, § 285

G

to p. 7

The court decides by resolution:

↺ Returned to the prosecutor because of another act,
at the prosecutor’s request (§ 279) – p. 4

↗ Referral of the case (§ 280)

■ Discontinuance of prosecution (§ 281)

■ Conditional discontinuance, approval of a settlement
(§ 282)

‖ Suspension of prosecution (§ 283)

D

from p. 4

Public session on
the agreement

§ 331 – 333

The court may reject the
motion and return the case
to pre-trial proceedings
(§ 331).

Does the court
approve the
agreement?

Judgment approving
the agreement

final when announced;
no appeal is allowed · § 334

F

to p. 7

↺ Not approved – back to the prosecutor (p. 4)
§ 334(3)
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6 · Appeal, finality and enforcement
Input judgment (p. 6); final penal order (p. 5) or judgment approving the agreement (p. 6)
Output final decision and its enforcement
Actors parties and other entitled persons, appeal court, first-instance court

Parties
and others
entitled

Appeal
court

First-
instance
court

G

from p. 6

Did an entitled
person appeal within

15 days of notification?

An appeal may be filed by the prosecutor, the defendant (not against the finding of guilt if the court
accepted their guilty plea), the victim (only against the ruling on compensation) and other persons
the law allows (§ 307, § 308). It is filed with the court that issued the judgment (§ 309) and has
suspensive effect (§ 306).

Appeal
proceedings

§ 316 ff.

Is the appeal
admissible and
well-founded?

Appeal
dismissed
§ 316, § 319

Contested
judgment
quashed

§ 321

The appeal court can also refer, discontinue or
suspend the case (§ 320), or ↺ return it to the
prosecutor (§ 323).

Can the
appeal court decide

by itself?

New
judgment

↺ Sent back for a new hearing → p. 6
§ 316(3), § 322(1)

Decision
becomes final

§ 183
F

from pp. 5, 6

Is the decision
a conviction?

■ End – acquittal

Enforcement
proceedings

§ 406 ff.

✓ End of process

E.g. an order to serve a prison sentence (§ 408), conditional release (§ 415 –
417), expungement of the conviction (§ 469 – 471). The sentence is carried
out unless its execution was conditionally suspended.

M p. 8
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7 · Extraordinary remedies, sources
Input final decision (p. 7)
Output the decision stands, or it is quashed and the case is heard again
Actors Minister of Justice, Prosecutor General, Supreme Court of the Slovak Republic, first-instance

court, accused and defence counsel

M

from p. 7

Final decision

Quashing a decision made in
pre-trial proceedings
§ 363 – 367

Who
the Prosecutor General, even without
a motion; a motion may come from the
accused, those entitled to appeal in the
accused’s favour, the victim or an involved
person

Against what
a final, unlawful decision of a prosecutor or
police officer in pre-trial proceedings

Deadline
motion within 3 months; quashing within
6 months of the decision becoming final
(§ 364)

Result
decides itself, or ↺ orders the case to be
dealt with again (§ 367, p. 3)

Appeal on points of law
§ 368 ff.

Decides
the Supreme Court (§ 377)

Filed by
Minister of Justice (on a petition),
Prosecutor General, the accused (only
through defence counsel); except for the
Minister, as a rule only after an appeal ·
§ 369, § 372, § 373

Grounds
only the grounds listed in § 371

Deadline
3 years from delivery, in favour of or against
the accused (§ 370(1))

Result
rejected or dismissed, or the decision is
quashed and, as a rule, ↺ heard again

Reopening of proceedings
§ 393 ff.

Decides
after a court decision, another single judge
or panel of the first-instance court; after
a discontinuance by the prosecutor, the
court competent to hear the indictment
(§ 397)

Ground
new facts or evidence that were not known
before (§ 394)

Result
once reopening is allowed, ↺ the case is
heard again (p. 6)

Review of a decision after
a change in the law
§ 405a – 405d

When
a change in the law ended the punishability
of the act (§ 84 of the Criminal Code) and
the sentence has not yet been fully served

Decides
the single judge or panel that decided at
first instance, within 30 days of the change
taking effect (§ 405a)

Result
the court decides on its own motion that
the rest of the sentence will not be carried
out (§ 405b)

SOURCES

Act No. 301/2005 Coll., Code of Criminal Procedure, as in force from 18 Aug 2026 (sections are given at
each step).

Act No. 300/2005 Coll., Criminal Code. Constitution of the Slovak Republic, Art. 50(2) (presumption of
innocence).

Deadlines: complaint, as a rule, 3 working days (§ 187(1)); objection to a penal order 8 days from delivery
(§ 355(1)); appeal 15 days from notification of the judgment (§ 309); compensation claim by the end of the
investigation or summary investigation (§ 46(3)).

DISCLAIMER

A simplified process map for information and education. It is not legal advice and does not replace the
text of the law or advice from a lawyer. The diagram shows the main routes; the law also has other
procedures and exceptions. English translation of Slovak legal terms; the Slovak text of the law is
authoritative. Vedomia does not provide legal services and accepts no liability for decisions made on the
basis of this material.

© 2026 Vedomia · vedomia.com. Share only unchanged and with the source credited.

↺ How a case goes back after a decision is quashed, how often that can happen and what limits it: see p. 9.
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8 · Loops: where a case goes back
Shows decisions that send the case back to an earlier stage; from there it can reach the same

decision again
How often the law does not limit the number of returns, but the brakes below apply every time
Symbol ↺ on pages 4 to 8

Who sends the case back Where it goes What limits the loop Page

1 The prosecutor returns the case to the police for further investigation
§ 230(2)(d)

police, investigation (p. 3) the prosecutor gives binding instructions and a deadline 4

2 The court rejects the indictment and returns the case to the prosecutor,
or a higher court quashes its acceptance on a complaint
§ 241(1)(f) and (4), § 244(1)(h) and (3)

pre-trial proceedings (p. 4) only on statutory grounds: serious procedural defects (e.g. a breach of
the right to a defence), an incomplete file, a defective indictment,
unlawful benefits to a cooperating person

5

3 The court rejects the motion for an agreement on guilt and punishment,
or does not approve the agreement
§ 331, § 334(3)

pre-trial proceedings (p. 4) the court can first state its reservations, and the parties can propose
new wording (§ 334(2))

6

4 The court at the main trial, or the appeal court, returns the case to the
prosecutor for further investigation
§ 279, § 323

pre-trial proceedings (p. 4) only if another act by the defendant came to light and the prosecutor
asked for the return

6

5 The appeal court quashes the judgment and sends the case back
§ 316(3), § 322(1)

first-instance court, new hearing
(p. 6)

only for a serious procedural defect, or if completing the proceedings
itself would be unduly difficult or could lead to different findings of fact;
otherwise it decides itself (§ 322(3))

7

6 The superior body upholds a complaint, quashes the resolution and
orders a fresh decision
§ 194(1)(b)

the same body the body is bound by the superior body’s opinion (§ 194(5)) 2 – 5

7 The Prosecutor General, the Supreme Court after an appeal on points of
law, or a court after reopening quashes the decision
§ 366, § 367, § 388, § 400

pre-trial proceedings, first or
second instance

only on statutory grounds and within statutory time limits; bound by their
opinion (§ 367(3), § 391(1))

8

WHAT HOLDS THE LOOPS IN CHECK

Bound by the legal opinion: whoever gets the case back follows the opinion of whoever sent it
back (§ 194(5), § 327(1), § 367(3), § 391(1)).

No change for the worse: if a decision was quashed only on an appeal or appeal on points of law
in the defendant’s favour, the new decision cannot be worse for them (§ 327(2), § 391(2)).

Acquittal: the appeal court cannot itself find guilty a person whom the first-instance court
acquitted (§ 322(4)(a)).

Another panel or court: a higher court can order the case to be heard again by another panel,
another judge or another court (§ 194(4), § 325, § 388(2)).

Reasonable time: everyone has the right to have their criminal case heard within a reasonable
time (§ 2(7)).

A suspension (‖) is not a loop: the case stands still; once the reason ends, a decision is made to
continue (§ 228(5)).

REVISION HISTORY AND REVIEW

Version Date Change Review

1.0 20 Oct 2026 First edition. Legal status: Code of Criminal Procedure as in force from 18 Aug 2026. separate check with an AI tool (not a lawyer)

1.1 21 Oct 2026 Corrections: appeal on points of law 3 years (§ 370), indictment review (§ 241, § 243), matter rejected
(§ 197), cancelling a penal order (§ 355), case sent back by the appeal court (§ 316(3)); new p. 9 on
loops.

review from the point of view of a lawyer, a judge and a language editor (AI
tools, not a lawyer); checked against the full text on Slov-Lex
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